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LHCA Chairman’s Remarks

Dear LHCA Members,

Welcome to our first board meeting as a merged organization. What a great accomplishment, many 
years in the making! It has come about because both sides have realized that we are in this industry 
together. We have agreed that our commonalties are greater than our differences. Our adversaries 
nowadays are no longer each other, but are a combination of alternative petro-based products pushed 
by numerous NGOs who don’t always appreciate the value of our industry and its products.

As our member companies continue to climb out of the Covid slump, we all have our work cut out 
for us. The same is true for our organization as a whole, but we’re already proving that we’re stronger 
together. The combined organization has greater heft in engaging those arraigned against our industry. 
The USDA continues to be a major benefactor for our organization, with annual grants around four times 
the amount of our annual dues. The organization also secured a grant last year of six times annual 
dues to develop an international marketing campaign to better present our industry on the international 
Internet and social media. This is serious money injected into our industry that we could not have raised 
ourselves. It is only available because of your continued support and dues, for which we thank you.

There is always the background issue of preserving rational legislation and environmental rules 
concerning chromium. This is an important reason that we have counsel located in D.C. who have their 
ear to the ground. It is also a key component of our Laboratory in Cincinnati that understands and can 
perform research on chrome and other environmental issues. Steve Lange is doing an excellent job 
running the Lab, especially under difficult Covid conditions.

We could not have accomplished this merger without the help of John Wittenborn and Steve Sothmann. 
These two have always had a vision of a merged organization, and have worked together seamlessly. 
We have them to thank for getting it done.

It is our hope and expectation that all of us will work 
together for the common good. We invite anyone who 
has an issue to bring it forward so we can address it in 
open and productive fashion. We are one family now. 
How exciting! A hearty welcome to all.

– Jay Jensen & Shep Hermann

Shep Hermann       
Chairman, LHCA

Jay Jensen
       Chairman, LHCA

PUT LESS INTO THE ENVIRONMENT AND MORE  
ON THE BOTTOM LINE WITH BUCKMAN.
You may already look to Buckman to protect hides and safeguard quality. But we can also help you 
protect the environment and your profitability. Our leather solutions include eco-friendly chemistries 
and enzymatic technologies that work better, speed up processes, and save energy. So you can 
dramatically reduce your tannery’s environmental footprint. It’s Leatherforward Thinking from 
Buckman. Advancing leather. Enhancing production.

To learn more, contact your Buckman representative or visit buckman.com.

A MORE 
SUSTAINABLE 

TANNERY Return On  
Environment

Return On  
Investment

© 2020 Buckman Laboratories International, Inc. All rights reserved.
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President’s Remarks:

Welcome to the 1st Annual Meeting and Convention of the newly constituted Leather 

and Hide Council of America! While it is a shame we are not able to be together in 

person this year to celebrate this momentous occasion in our Association and 

industry’s history, I am glad that we are still able to meet virtually. The Covid-19 global 

pandemic has certainly presented a substantial number of challenges to the industry 

in the past year, but as always, this industry has proven to be strong and resilient in the 

face of adversity. In fact, I believe we are in an even better position to take advantage 

of the “new normal” once the world begins to emerge from this crisis.

This year has been quite monumental for the Association and the industry. I think we 

can all agree that in the future we will look back at 2020 as a major turning point in all 

of our personal and professional lives. Some of the changes are exciting, some are 

scary, but all are certain to be memorable.

From the Association’s perspective, 2020 was the beginning of a completely new chapter in our history. The 

merger of the Leather Industries of America and U.S. Hide, Skin and Leather Association was finalized and 

we emerged stronger and more dynamic than ever before as the Leather and Hide Council of America. The 

new Association continued the work of its previous organizations, while also expanding programming into 

new territory – such as our exciting Real Leather. Stay Different. consumer promotional campaign and the 

related Student Design Competitions. We were more active and louder in the general media space than ever 

before, defending and promoting the interests of leather as the best material in the world. We now speak with 

a stronger, more unified voice and are receiving greater recognition from the outside world because of it.

From the broader industry’s perspective, the year has provided more than its fair share of challenges, but we 

are beginning to see the “green shoots” of growth once again. As we all know, leather lost a lot of market 

share over the past several years, and the impact on all parties in the supply chain has been devastating. 

However, the industry is fighting back, and we are finally starting to see some improvement even with the 

ongoing challenges of Covid-19. We have a way to go, but the proverbial light is now at the end of the tunnel. 

Finally, I would like to take time to thank our Association officers, Executive Committee and Board Members 

for the guidance they provided this year as we emerged under a new entity. Without the leadership of our Co-

Chairman Shep Hermann and Jay Jensen, especially, I am sure we would not be as strong as we are at this 

point. I’d also like to thank our staff and consultants, whom have worked diligently to get us where we are 

today. The entire team banded together and worked extremely hard to launch our new Association this year, 

and all deserve a hearty round of applause.

I hope you all enjoy the program and comradery of the Annual Meeting and Convention, even if remotely. 

Here’s to a better year in 2021, and our collective futures!

– Stephen Sothman 

Steve Sothmann,
President of LHCA
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AGENDA 2020

All times are listed in Central Time (CT) 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2020 

12:00 pm - 3:00 pm Webex Practice Session

If you would like to practice accessing Webex to ensure your sound and video work correctly, follow THIS LINK 
between 12 and 3 pm CT. A representative from LHCA will be available to assist during this time.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2020 

10:30 am - 12:30 pm
LHCA Executive Committee Meeting
Meeting link will be emailed directly to LHCA Executive Committee Members

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm 
Foundation Board Meeting 
Meeting link will be emailed directly to Foundation Board Members

3:00 pm - 4:30 pm

Marketing and Sustainability Committee Meeting
This meeting is open to all Members and requires registration.  

To participate, please REGISTER HERE.  

All times are listed in Central Time (CT) 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2020

10:30 am - 11:30 am

Hides and Skins Committee Meeting
This meeting is open to all Members and requires registration.  

To participate, please REGISTER HERE.

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

Tanner and Environmental Committee Meeting
This meeting is open to all Members and requires registration.  

To participate, please REGISTER HERE.

2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Board of Directors Meeting
No Registration required. Meeting link will be emailed directly to  
Board of Directors members

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2020

GENERAL SESSION – OPEN TO ALL MEETING PARTICIPANTS:  REGISTER HERE. 
Webex meeting link will be sent once registration is received. 

11:00 am BUSINESS SESSION 

Welcome Remarks from Jay Jensen and Shep Hermann, Co-Chairs of LHCA

Steve Sothmann, President, LHCA “State of the Association and General Update”

Veronica Bates Kassatly, Independent Analyst for Fact-Based Sustainability Claims, 
“The Higg Index, Materials Sustainability, and Impact on the Leather Industry”

Mauricio Bauer, National Wildlife Federation,  “Introduction to NWF Programs for 
Leather”

Wrap Up Remarks from Jay Jensen and Shep Hermann, Co-Chairs of LHCA 

1:00 pm ADJOURN

LHCA will host this year’s Annual Meeting 
virtually, using the Cisco Webex software.  
Please use the following link to register  
for the meeting:   

  REGISTER HERE  

All LHCA members are welcome to register for 
the meeting at no charge. If non-members wish 
to join the conference, please email Michael 
Schumpp to request access to the meeting. 

Some Committee meetings require additional 
and separate registration. If you wish to 
participate in that committee (all current LHCA 

Producer and Associate Member Companies 
are eligible to participate on any committee), 
please register using the appropriate links 
below. 

Committee Meetings will be open 15 minutes 
prior to the start of the session, to allow for 
informal discussion among participants.  
 
A “Webex practice session” is also available 
for those who wish to test their software to 
confirm all is in order prior to the meeting. 
Please direct any further questions to Michael 
Schumpp.

https://meat.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?service=1&siteurl=meat&nomenu=false&main_url=%2Fmc3300%2Fmeetingcenter%2Fdefault.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dmeat%26rnd%3D3999285544%26main_url%3D%252Fmc3300%252Fe.do%253Fsiteurl%253Dmeat%2526AT%253DMI%2526EventID%253D1061463307%2526UID%253D553176247%2526Host%253DQUhTSwAAAARfUQK92Q1SXKrc3wLDQ2DapHt2B1cVtlqZ_KsFUAae9qibZ0HtJ6Stl7Y4J7EmUOTRwwohmr4E3qfTkcn-OU-l0%2526RG%253D1%2526FrameSet%253D2%2526RGID%253Dred55f2b0e171d39275c6f590e852ca62
https://meat.webex.com/meat/j.php?MTID=mfe8afa267c1f93fe5021cd690e0900de
https://meat.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?service=1&siteurl=meat&nomenu=false&main_url=%2Fmc3300%2Fmeetingcenter%2Fdefault.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dmeat%26rnd%3D3899511689%26main_url%3D%252Fmc3300%252Fe.do%253Fsiteurl%253Dmeat%2526AT%253DMI%2526EventID%253D1061593902%2526UID%253D553176247%2526Host%253DQUhTSwAAAAQvtNc7985q6eb-biqlMIl-BXgSFzGvRPQyUpfqV2PuY_2iamiQHzSqOinGPmluZH0YnketioKn3csQ4CHgBXoe0%2526RG%253D1%2526FrameSet%253D2%2526RGID%253Dr8a5f65d32d7457fe874cca0c06bbb773
https://meat.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?service=1&siteurl=meat&nomenu=false&main_url=%2Fmc3300%2Fmeetingcenter%2Fdefault.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dmeat%26rnd%3D6316427049%26main_url%3D%252Fmc3300%252Fe.do%253Fsiteurl%253Dmeat%2526AT%253DMI%2526EventID%253D1061673367%2526UID%253D553176247%2526Host%253DQUhTSwAAAAQTShlsV9Hp6U52bY9Y-hmwFJNQrx32fAAx4-ymVPJQx1KPp0WZQcvWk-PAPV9qIPo8YsXoPm06826Np92RmjH60%2526RG%253D1%2526FrameSet%253D2%2526RGID%253Dre0c0b5bc04e8dbf205c402f7daa9e60c
https://meat.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?service=1&siteurl=meat&nomenu=false&main_url=%2Fmc3300%2Fmeetingcenter%2Fdefault.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dmeat%26rnd%3D4066135733%26main_url%3D%252Fmc3300%252Fe.do%253Fsiteurl%253Dmeat%2526AT%253DMI%2526EventID%253D1061715267%2526UID%253D553176247%2526Host%253DQUhTSwAAAASLvKjfVe260yc_qDxkt-UVKpMHJnbLE7VikTVEu5BYQECGvD4_dNDsWfj5-F7LrNWbtdmOvCGTaOZ4i6iVMegv0%2526RG%253D1%2526FrameSet%253D2%2526RGID%253Drf25cc825f669e9f0bb023c76cb4313e8
https://meat.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?service=1&siteurl=meat&nomenu=false&main_url=%2Fmc3300%2Fmeetingcenter%2Fdefault.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dmeat%26rnd%3D3999285544%26main_url%3D%252Fmc3300%252Fe.do%253Fsiteurl%253Dmeat%2526AT%253DMI%2526EventID%253D1061463307%2526UID%253D553176247%2526Host%253DQUhTSwAAAARfUQK92Q1SXKrc3wLDQ2DapHt2B1cVtlqZ_KsFUAae9qibZ0HtJ6Stl7Y4J7EmUOTRwwohmr4E3qfTkcn-OU-l0%2526RG%253D1%2526FrameSet%253D2%2526RGID%253Dred55f2b0e171d39275c6f590e852ca62
https://meat.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?service=1&siteurl=meat&nomenu=false&main_url=%2Fmc3300%2Fmeetingcenter%2Fdefault.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dmeat%26rnd%3D3999285544%26main_url%3D%252Fmc3300%252Fe.do%253Fsiteurl%253Dmeat%2526AT%253DMI%2526EventID%253D1061463307%2526UID%253D553176247%2526Host%253DQUhTSwAAAARfUQK92Q1SXKrc3wLDQ2DapHt2B1cVtlqZ_KsFUAae9qibZ0HtJ6Stl7Y4J7EmUOTRwwohmr4E3qfTkcn-OU-l0%2526RG%253D1%2526FrameSet%253D2%2526RGID%253Dred55f2b0e171d39275c6f590e852ca62
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HIDES ARE TOUGH
OUR LINERS ARE TOUGHER

PROUDLY SUPPORTING 
THE HIDE INDUSTRY
 FROM COAST TO COAST.

1.800.661.8073
NORSEMAN.CA

THE STORY BEHIND THE GEAR:  
For almost 100 years, Norseman has supported those who do the heavy 
lifting and hard work. Our advanced protective and performance gear 
allows the people who rely on us to achieve extraordinary things.

Norseman values the ongoing support and 
loyalty from the hide industry, especially 
those who rely on our gear to protect 
their reputation. 

Norseman Containment Liners are GEAR2PERFORM.

Norseman. Your trusted supplier for containment liners.

Our high-performance liners are designed to contain your 
hides, providing the ultimate containerized protection and 
ensuring your products are securely shipped.

 y Double coated polyethylene material provides a 
reliable protective barrier.

 y Welded seams for added leak protection.

 y North American distribution locations for prompt delivery.

Trust Norseman as your reliable supplier, to ensure your hides 
are securely contained. Visit Helen to learn more about our liners.

Mauricio Bauer, DVM, MBA
Senior Corporate Engagement Specialist at National Wildlife 
Federation (NWF)

Mauricio is part of National Wildlife Federation’s International 
Conservation team as a Senior Corporate Engagement Specialist. 
Mauricio built his career in the private sector in production and 
trading of animal protein-focused commodities in Brazil, Australia 
and in the United States.

He is responsible for NWF’s corporate engagement activities with 
companies in North America, Latin America, Europe, and Asia, 
coordinating efforts with coalition partners, including market 
actors, nonprofits, academics, and government representatives, 
building consensus and providing strategic coordination. NWF 
International Team works to reduce the complexities and lower the costs associated with implementing 
commitments to catalyze sector-wide conversion-free production and sourcing, eliminating the loss 
and degradation of ecosystems that result from the production of key agricultural commodities, 
primarily beef, leather, soy and palm oil.

Speakers	
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Southwest Hide Company
9207 W. Blackeagle Drive    |    Boise, Idaho 83712  U.S.A.

Tel:  208-378-8000     Fax: 208-377-9069
Email:  sales@southwesthide.com
Website:  www.southwesthide.com

Processor - Dealer
of USA Cattle Hides

Supplying Hides
For Making Your  
Kind of Leather

Leather is beautiful, versatile, sustainable. Fact.

Leather Naturally seeks to inspire the use of responsibly manufactured, sustainable 
leather through the promotion of global industry transparency.

Learn more and join the conversation
www.leathernaturally.org

Veronica Bates Kassatly
Independent Analyst

Veronica Bates Kassatly is an independent analyst and writer in the 
sustainable apparel sector.

A regular contributor to industry publication Apparel Insider, Bates 
Kassatly's work has been entirely pro-bono, and is independent and 
unbiased. Her focus is on interrogating the data behind sustainability 
claims and bringing to light spurious and unfounded assertions. An 
ex-World Bank Financial Analyst/Economist, Veronica holds a BSc in 
Economics A&D, and an MSc in International Monetary Economics 
from The London School of Economics.

veronicabateskassatly.com

Speakers	



October 2020   /   LHCA 1st Annual Meeting + Convention         13

LEATHER AND HIDE COUNCIL OF AMERICA

DIRECTORS OF LEATHER AND HIDE COUNCIL OF AMERICA

As of June 29, 2020

	 Benjamin Ganz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  AJ Hollander Enterprises

	 Steve Schroeder Jr.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Atlas Refinery, Inc.

	 Ed Godsalve  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    Bank Bros. & Son Ltd.

	 Andrew Hudson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Buckman Laboratories

	 Sam Gurka  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     CAM Trading Co.

	 Roy Copans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    Cargill

	 Tim Ng  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        C K International, Ltd.

	 Eric Dick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       Elementis, LTP, Inc.

	 Alexa Ruhlander . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 George H Elliot Co.

	 Chad Robertson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Harland M Braun Co.

	 Shep Hermann . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  Hermann Oak Leather Co.

	 Lisa Howlett . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    ISA TanTec/Auburn

	 Adam Vrijhof  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   JBS USA

	 Ronaldo Ayala . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  Lear/Eagle Ottawa

	 Shawn Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Quaker Color 

	 Plutarco Mejia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  SB Foot Tanning Co.

	 Jay Jensen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    Southwest Hide Co.

	 Michael York . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    Tennessee Tanning

	 Bradley Grove . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Twin City Hide Co.

	 Andreas Rhein  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  Tyson Fresh Meats

	 Kerry Brozyna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Wolverine Leather

SHIPPING CONTAINER LINERS 

POLY –E-20 LAMINATED – 50 
         STANDARD LINER        PREMIUM LINER 

20 MIL POLYETHYLENE FILM 50 MIL DOUBLE WOVEN FABRIC

HIDE BAGS 

4-SIDED CONSTRUCTION, WOVEN POLYPROPYLENE FABRIC AND WEBBING. UV RESISTANCE AT

70% STRENGTH RETAINED AFTER 1200 HOURS EXPOSURE.

WESTERN AGENT, INC. 

120 S. PATTON, GREAT BEND, KS

KEVIN HENDERSON/ kevin@westerag.com / 800-622-0896 



October 2020   /   LHCA 1st Annual Meeting + Convention         15

LEATHER AND HIDE COUNCIL OF AMERICA

www.thejacobsen.com - 312.726.6600

154
years

For over 154 years The Jacobsen has 
been trusted by the market. 

Daily Hide Report
Unbiased, Accurate and Published Daily

Sign up for a free trial

Continued investment in people and 
technology to keep up with evolving 
markets.

15
team members

15 team members seamlessly deliverying 
critical marketing information on a daily 
basis. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF  
LEATHER AND HIDE COUNCIL OF AMERICA

As of June 29, 2020

	 Jay Jensen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 Southwest Hide Co.

	 Shep Hermann  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         Hermann Oak Leather Co.

	 Ed Godsalve  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               Bank Bros. & Son Ltd.

	 Steve Schroeder Jr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           Atlas Refinery, Inc.

	 Lisa Howlett  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Mississippi TanTec/Auburn Leather

	 Tim Ng . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                    C K International, Ltd.

	 Kerry Brozyna  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 Wolverine Leather

OFFICERS OF LEATHER AND HIDE COUNCIL OF AMERICA

As of June 29, 2020

	 Co-Chairman Jay Jensen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      Southwest Hide Co.

	 Co-Chairman Shep Hermann . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Hermann Oak Leather Co.

	 Secretary/Treasurer Steve Schroeder Jr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Atlas Refinery, Inc.
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theSauerReport
e s t a b l i s h e d  1 9 8 5

Understanding the raw materials market 
could save your business money

Key raw materials pricing and trends content:

• Leading global source of lamb, sheep and goatskin prices/trends

• Excellent coverage of major European raw materials markets

• Comprehensive coverage from African origins

• Regular updates and prices for limed and wet-blue splits

• Coverage of raw and/or tanned prices from Australia, New Zealand and Brazil

• Daily updates from the United States with weekly statistics round-up

• The Sauer Indexes for bovine, upholstery, sheep and goat

To book a demo or for more information contact 
Clare Worton by phone +44 (0) 203 869 1724 

or email: clare@edifydigitalmedia.com 

www.thesauerreport.com

TM


